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There was a touch of nostalgia 
“HIGHWAY” from Salem headquarters last month. From now on, 
Transportation Building. 


Maintenance Section readies equipment 
for winter- -long snow removal effort 


in Oregon, 


| chures 
Oregon’s acai White sale.” 
To the Highway DiVision's 
Maintenance Section, however, it 
means just the opposite--a lot of 
“outgo”’, and long, hard, and 


sometimes dangerous working hours. 


; target ul 
4 ‘petition, also has two “‘self-destruct 


collected for 
a 


The snow hits early and lasts long 
in the high country, and there is 
very little time to repair and 
overhaul equipment that is so vital 
in keeping Oregon’s traffic moving 
efficiently: and safely when the white 
winter blanket covers the ground. 

To keep this equipment moving 
and operational, the Highway 
Division runs three repair shops—one 
each in Bend, La Grande, and 
Salem. 

The snow removal equipment is 
brought to these shops- during the 
summer period from scattered field 
locations, many at the mountain 


Gas tax increase 
due in Multnomah 


Multnomah County motorists will 
be paying a penny a gallon more in 
gas taxes starting January 1, 
regardless of whether Measure 8 is 
approved in statewide voting on 
November 2. 


County commissioners enacted a 
“fail-safe? ordinance in April that 
will go into effect automatically if 


Measure 8 is voted down. The penny 
a gallon county tax will raise an 
estimated $2 million a year, all of 
which will go into Multnomah 
County coffers for road work in 
unincorporated areas, 

The ordinance, 
of an unsuccessful 


which was the 
referral 


provisions. It will not go into effect 


if Oregon voters approve Measure 8, 


only be 


and the county tax will 
if the 


three years 
ordinance does go into effect. 


Name droppers at work 


in the autumn air as workmen removed 


it’s the 


summits, and the herculean task of 


A q pment 
gcse a i hopes to have a 
hopper sander truck ready to roll at 
each major snow section summit by 
the first week in October. He noted 


that this year has -been especially 
difficult for the snow program. 
The equipment budget is down 


because of reduced highway funding. 


, 


Groups gear up to inform 
public about Measure 8 


An intensive three-pronged effort 
is underway to inform the voters 
about Measure 8 on the Nov. 2 
general election ballot. 

@ The Oregon Highway 

Association, headed by 

Transportation Commission 

Chairman Glenn Jackson and the 

presidents of the Association of 

Oregon Counties and the League 

of Oregon Cities, is concentrating 

on gaining support from 
governmental bodies. Several 
official resolutions of endorsement 
have already been passed by 
county courts and city councils. 

@ The Oregon Better Roads 

Committee, composed of 

contractors and other interested 

groups, is preparing to launch a 


This can result in longer repair time 


the - on some of the equipment to get it 
arty iil ~~ pack into shape. 


In Bend, Jonas Hammack’s crew 
looks after the large complement of 
heavy rotary equipment for the 
Cascade and Siskiyou Ranges. In La 
Grande, Carl Goldsby’s team keeps 
the rigs operating in the Blue and 
Wallowa Mountains, and in Salem, 
the crews of Ed Hansen and Mike 


Continued on page 7 


Transportation plan being 
readied for legislature 


Me divait aOmenthne “Onfegon 
Transportation Plan is being readied 
DY¥aewan sershtanvembern  —plan 
management team. 

Draft completion date is scheduled 
One OC TO Dean ipa eeniSmenthe 
culmination of several years of effort 
by the Department of Transportation 
and its divisions. 


The plan management team 
includes Larry Rulien and Bob 
Blensley from the Program 


Management Section, Bob Royer and 
Ron Schaadt from planning, Dave 
Moomaw from ODOT operations, 
Dave Talbot from the parks branch, 
Loyd Henion from special studies, 
and L. B. Day III from employe 
development. 

The team. is reviewing information 
collected during the past several 
years, including the Highway 
Division’s six-year and bond issue 
programs/ public meetings, the three 
rounds of statewide meetings 
conducted by the Planning Section 
during 1975 and 1976, as well as 
meetings held and _ information 
collected during formulation of the 


commuter air and _ intercity bus 
studies and the aviation systems 
plan. 


The Oregon Transportation Plan 
will consist of sections devoted to 
the policy, financial, and manpower 
needs of a multi-modal _ state 


transportation agency during the 
coming decade. It will be submitted 
to the Transportation Commission 
and the 1977 session of the Oregon 
Legislature. 


campaign in the newspapers and 
radio and TV _ stations. Their 
theme is ‘“‘Vote Yes on Measure 


8...[t’s the tax that pays you.” 

@ The Highway Users Association 
is focusing its efforts on 
distribution of printed material 
about Measure 8 to certain large 
organizations and groups. 


In addition to these activities, 
personnel within ODOT are doing 
what they can, within — legal 
restrictions, to provide factual 
information to the public. 

The Public Affairs Office has 
produced a six-page fact sheet, as 


well as a pocket-sized brochure. Both 
of these pieces are receiving wide 
distribution through requests. 

A 10-minute slide show has been 
prepared, and has already been 
shown 25 times before various civic 
groups such as chambers of 
commerce, Lions Clubs, Kiwanis 
Clubs, Exchange Clubs and Rotary 
Clubs. At press time, 60 additional 
presentations have been _ scheduled 
during October. 

Each regional engineer has been 
issued a set of the slides and 
is scheduling showings in his area. 

State funds may not be used to 
encourage passage or failure of ballot 
measures, or the election of certain 
candidates. However, such funds may 
be used to provide objective, factual 
material to help. voters cast an 
informed ballot. 


Info sessions slated 


Informational sessions on Measure 
8 for ODOT employes are being 
held in offices around the state. 
Salem area employes are invited to 
brown bag it at one of four noon 
sessions scheduled for Monday, 
October 11; Friday, October 15; 
Monday, October 18; and Thursday, 
October 21, in the Highway Building 


conference room. 


Tratfic flows while crews work 


The Van Buren Street Bridge across the Willamette River at Corvallis provides 


the testing ground for a new method of ‘dumping’ 


foundations. Story on page 4. 


riprap on bridge pier 
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Director's Corner oe 


opportunity to address the 
Washington Good Roads Association 
on “the = sulbject sone = Orfegonis 
Department of Transportation. 


Our northern neighbor is one of 
the few remaining holdouts on 
forming such a department to cover 
the full range of transportation 
services at the state level. Thus, the 
occasion gave me a chance to review 
Oregon’s experience and to reflect 
on the values and shortcomings of 
such an organizational move. 


It is perplexing for me to hear, 
after all of the years that Oregon 
has had a DOT, that it is the 
Director’s Office and not the 
Department. that is referred to 
internally as ODOT, and that a 
degree of rivalry between Highway 
Division employes and the Director’s 
Office staff persists so strongly. In 
fact, it is hard for me to say to 
outsiders that a true DOT exists yet 
in Oregon. 


ROBERT BURCO 


It is a high priority of mine to make a fuller transition from the former 
separate modal divisions to an integrated department of wide-ranging 
transportation facilities and services--and to build a team in doing so. The 
potential of ODOT lies in all of the separate operating divisions, plus the 
integrative services of administration, intergovernmental and public affairs, 
planning, programming and policy development. ODOT, when | refer to it, is 
the Department as a whole, and the Director’s Office is just that, the 
Director’s Office. When anyone has a gripe with something that the Director’s 
Office has done, 
entity ODOT, of which they are a part. 


“Get on with the job” 


in two different administrative forms, it is 
finally time to place the words Department of Transportation over the 
headquarters door in Salem. And it is time to stop grousing about the “good 
old days” when a Highway Department had nearly limitless resources to do 
with as they wished. We must get on with the job of meeting today’s 
complex and uncertain challenges with a team that integrates the best of the 
past with realities of the present. Some of these realities may not be 
comfortable to deal with, but they are key to enhanced financing of existing 
programs and the further development of new ones. 


After seven years of existence, 


| have spent nearly all my time dealing 
with a variety of highway-related issues. In recent months, this has meant 
involvement in reshaping the six-year highway program around 
rehabilitation-type improvements to the existing system, adjusting staff levels 
to better line up with financial resources, and stumping the state in behalf of 
better public understanding of Ballot Measure 8 and its impacts on highway 
resources and programs. 


Since arriving on this job May 1, 


“Benefit from combined strengths’ 


Even now the emphasis of this office is on designing and selling a 
legislative program for the 1977 session. High among the program’s aims is 
preserving 300-500 Highway Division jobs that might be lost if new funding 
sources are not tapped and old ones expanded upon. With so much work on 
my part and that of the Director’s Office devoted to highway matters, | 
think that it is quite appropriate to involve the Highway Division in further 
developments of a true DOT, and to benefit from our combined strengths 
rather than from separate weaknesses. The same could be said for the Motor 
Vehicles Division and the Parks Branch (proposed for division status by the 
Commission in its legislative program). 


For the future | intend to continue to eliminate duplication of efforts 
and search out ways to more effectively harness our enormous potential. A 
tighter-run better-financed, and hopefully more diverse and stable Department 
will emerge from the administrative changes of recent months. Further changes 
to strengthen our operations and finances will be sought, proposed through 
legislative action in the coming session. | see my job as providing ODOT with 
the leadership necessary for each of us, working together, to develop it into 
one of the finest transportation departments in the country. 


It was, then, a progress report on a partially achieved Department of 
Transportation that | delivered to our Washington neighbors contemplating a 
DOT, and that | sense in dealing with my job day-to-day. Much is left for us 
to accomplish, and we ought to all get on with it, together. That must be 
done if we are to achieve the full potentialities of our combined resources, 
and if we are truly to serve the citizens of Oregon. 
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| expect them to lay it at my doorstep, not at the vague | 


VIA 


Letters to the Editor 


Where’s “Oh, Dottie!’’? 


To the Editor: 


What happened to the humor 
section of VIA (Oh, Dottie!) in your 
last issue? Is your monthly news 
going to be all serious? At a time 
like this, humor helps lighten the 
burden of layoffs and bumping. 

If all it takes is a small minority 
objecting to Dottie and her humor 
to have her deleted, then | will start 


a small minority objecting to VIA 
and the cost of its publication 
taking a paycheck away from 


someone performing a function that 
directly benefits the taxpayers. 


John Day 
Senior Specifications Engineer 
Salem 


Barton credits Agents 
To the Editor: 


Thank you for the fine article 


“Highway  Cleanup...’’ capably 
presented in the September 1976 
issue. 


In recognition of, and fairness to, 
those involved in the Highway 
Beautification area | feel moved to 
clarify certain aspects and procedures 
as reported, ‘Barton has _ been 
writing letters to property owners...”’. 

In actuality these ‘soft sell — 
gentle persuasion” letters and 
personal contacts have been, and are, 
done solely by designated Region 
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Agents which include, Al Brown, 
Roseburg; Mel Monroe, Milwaukie; 
Frank King, Bend; Bill Barnett, La 


Grande; Gary Ruch, Salem; and Vern 
Priller, Portland. This writer’s efforts 
are largely ‘“‘keeping score” of the 
tremendous field work by those 
most capable Agents. 

Thanks again, VIA, for your most 
informative info release. Hopefully 
the Beautification program, in its 
function, will enjoy a small measure 


“of the success VIA has achieved in 


conveying the inside story to its 
readers. Have a good life. 


Jess Barton 
Surveillance Agent 
Right-of-Way, Salem 


Strike limits tires 
To the Editor: 


Just a comment on the old 
magnet truck photo and caption in 
the September issue of VIA. 

New tires are indeed more reliable 
these days, but mew cars (except 
certain trucks) would still have five 
tires, except for an extended strike 
of the tire manufacturers. 

Auto dealers ship with only fut 
instead of five due to the shortage. 


Gary M. Knowlton 
Regional Property Agent 
Metro Right-of-Way 


PeSiealhe 
well done. 


overall publication is 


News media lends strong 


Oregon’s news media has rallied 
strongly behind support for passage 


of Ballot Measure No. 8, and papers’ 


across the state are urging their 
readers to lend their support on 
November 2. A sampling of some of 
the editorial comments follows. 


Mail Tribune (Medford) _ said: 
“There is every good reason for 
owners and drivers of automobiles in 
Oregon to gulp a little, and then 
vote FOR a 1 cent increase in the 
gasoline tax in the state.... 

“We have stated our belief that it 
was the height of irresponsibility (1) 
for the Legislature to reduce a 
proposed 2 cent per gallon increase 
by half, and (2) for some legislators 
to sponsor the petitions that delayed 
imposition of the tax for a year and 
a half... 

“Oregonians may not exactly 
LIKE paying gasoline taxes (who 
does?), but they know that an 
adequate level of highway income, 
and a_ scrupulously honest. and 
efficient administration of highways 
over the years, has given Oregon a 
highway and park system, that is the 
envy of the nation.... 

“There is no such thing as a free 
lunch. If we want a road, street and 
highway system that is to remain 
adequate, the extra revenue is the 
first step. It isn’t enough, but 
without it, personal transportation 
would suffer even more.” 


Daily — Astorian 
“T hes ashogtage ao lemununds ae ton 
construction is real and the first 
opportunity to relieve the situation 
will be in November. If the voters 
don’t do it then the legislature will 
have to and that could be a slow, 
tedious procedure...” 


Daily Argus Observer (Ontario) 
said: ‘The message was grim--the 
cupboard is bare, there is no money, 
and until the legislature acts and the 
people vote the raise in the gas tax 


(Astoria) said: 


ever was... 


support for Measure No. 8 


is ‘fall, Phere won't. be. any... ie ‘ 
“And, finally, voters must face ee 
the real  issure. If we want roads, 


maintained and improved, we must 
pay for them through the gas tax. 
That one cent per gallon increase on 
the ballot this fall must be passed if 
we want passable roads. It is that 
simple.” 


Gazette-Times — (Corvallis) said: 
“Oregonians are notoriously reluctant 
to increase their taxes, but whenever 
a need can be demonstrated they 


usually shell out. Such justification 
aplenty exists for raising the state 
gasoline tax one cent per gallon, 


from seven to eight cents.” 


Statesman (Salem) said: ‘Some 
people might sacousemerne 
Transportation Commission of trying 
to scare people into voting for the 
higher tax, but the facts are simple. 
Roads will deteriorate unless there is 
more revenue.” 

Register-Guard’ (Eugene) © said: 
“Oregon’s highway trust fund has 
been ripped off by inflation. And 
the consequences are growing every 
day. 

“It may be that Oregon is 
simply going to have to make do 


with less than adequate highway 
building, maintenance’ and 
improvement funds until public 


understanding of DOT’s problems. is 
reinforced by deteriorating _ traffic 
safety 
too-bumpy riding.” 


Oregon Journal (Portland) _ said: 
“The Oregon highway fund used to 
be seen as a source of unlimited 


riches. 
Just .one..of the tough ss 

assignments now facing Robert A. — 

Burco, new. director . of” 


transportation, is 
Legislature and the people of Oregon 
that it isn t that way any more--if- 
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Mike Whittam of the parks branch 


describes. ODOT’s _ organizational 
structure at last month’s parks 
middle-management conference. 


Parks discussed 
at Silver Falls 


The Oregon State Parks and 
Recreation Branch hosted the second 
annual conference of Western State 
Parks middle-management — personnel 
at Silver Falls State Park from 
September: w2 0-23.) Nearlys 90 
participants from Washington, 
Nevada; Idaho, Arizona, Utah, 
Alaska, and Oregon attended the 
session. 

The conference was an expanded 
version of an initial meeting held at 
Fopeme worden, | States. Pank, in 
Washington last year, which was 
attended by _ representatives from 
Washington, Oregon, and Idaho. The 


success of that conference prompted — 


an expansion: of the agenda and the 
i cl 


; ~ conference parti 
evening buffet anne. % 
hopeful that this conference will 
enable parks personnel with similar 
goals and problems to share 
and reach solutions which will be 
mutually beneficial to all concerned,” 
Talbot said. : 

The conference was organized into 
three main interest areas, including 
maintenance and operations, planning 
and design, and information and 
interpretation. _ ‘ 

Idaho will host the conference in 
USAT 


Right-of 

Editor’s Note: The following article 
is part of a _ continuing series 
describing the different divisions, 


branches, and sections of ODOT. 


The Right-of-Way Section has 
evolved from a one-man job of 
securing free right-of-way for 
highways in 1914 to one of the 
Department of Transportation’s larger 
sections, with 136 employes. 


Increased legal requirements, 
federal guidelines, and _ public 
interaction have required a 


professional staff to administer the 
state’s chief land acquisition agency. 
The first of many changes in 
right-of-way occurred in 1919, when 
a full-time attorney was assigned to 
- the Highway Commission to acquire 
highway lands. As land acquisition 
became more difficult, the first 
_ right-of-way engineer was appointed 
in 1948. Although the engineer had 
staff, the office remained a part 
f the Highway Department’s legal 
until 1968, when — the 
_ attorney general reorganized all the 
state’s legal offices. Since then, 
Right-of-Way has been a separate 
chon within the Highway Division. 


includes 


ideas . 


Oregon bike projects receive approval 


Four of 21 projects submitted by 
ODOT to» the FHWA Region 10 


_ office for possible funding under the 


Federal Bikeway Demonstration 
Program have been selected for final 
consideration by the FHWA. in 
Washington, D.C. 

Fifty projects were submitted for 
consideration in Region 10, which 
Oregon, Washington, Idaho 
Of those submitted, 10 
to be forwarded for 
final consideration. In addition to 
the four Oregon projects selected, 
Washington also had four, and Idaho 


and Alaska. 
were chosen 


and Alaska had one each. 

Under the program; for which $6 
million -has been allocated, the 
federal government will pay 80 per 
cent of the cost and the local unit 
of government 20 per cent. 

The four Oregon projects selected 
were City of Klamath Falls, ‘A” 
Canal Bikeway; City of Eugene, 
Valley River Bridge; State of Oregon, 
Raleigh Hills-Progress; and City of 
Salem, Cherry Avenue, Brooks 
Avenue, 12th Street. 

The Klamath Falls. project is a 
major 3.86-mile bike path along the 


Visitor increase makes summer 
of '/6 hectic at info centers 


Travel counselors at the Highway 
Division’s six border information 
centers have been jumping this year 


to keep up with the crowds of 
visitors touring Oregon, 
During - August, nearly 80,000 


persons were assisted at the centers 
and, for the season, nearly 214,000 
visitors have been aided with maps, 
brochures: and other information. 
This is an increase of 25 per cent 
over the same period last year. 


The ‘trend, continued in 
September, with nearly 25,000 
visitors during the first two weeks, a 
50 per cent increase over the same 
two weeks last year. 


The Klamath State Information 
Center, south of Klamath Falls, had 
the greatest percentage gain for the 
season, with 56 per cent more 
visitors than jJast year. Portland was 
close behind with a 55 per cent 
increase. Siskiyou, south of Ashland, 
continued’ ‘to’, be -the ~ busiest, 
however, with more than 61,000 
visitors through the end of August. 

In Salem, the Capitol Guide 
Service, salso operated’ by ‘the 
Highway Division, similarly reports a 
substantial increase in out-of-state 
visitors. Visitations are up 21 per 
cent for the year, with visitors 
and more 


coming from every state, 
than 50 foreign nations. 


Travel information is given with a smile at the State Information Center, south 


of Klamath Falls on US 97. Wilma Sensenbach, left, 
operate the center seven days a week from May through October. 
“Where do we turn off to Crater Lake?” 


question most often asked is, 


The  section’s responsibilities 
expanded considerably in 1956, as 
the new Interstate Program ‘required 
acquisition of lands for highways and 
interchanges to meet _ interstate 
standards. The section’s responsibility 
further increased in 1970, with the 
passage of the Uniform Relocation 


Assistance and Real _ Property 
Acquisitions Policy Act. This law 
outlined in detail the requirements 


of obtaining property and the rights 
of the property owner, and required 
a larger, more professionally-trained 
staff. 

The professionals required to carry 
out those responsibilities range from 
right-of-way agents in the field to 
the personnel in appraisal, property 
management, relocation, title work, 
and the many specialists in 
documents and office functions in 
the Salem headquarters. 

Personnel in’ the section must 
undergo constant educational 
programs to keep up with changes in 
the interpretation of federal law. 

Although the appraisal and 
negotiations for property rights are 
the prime responsibilities of the 
section, relocating displaced persons 
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and Judy Anderson 
They say’ 


and properties, both public and 
private, has become a major task. 
The Right-of-Way Section is also 
responsible for carrying out the 
Highway Beautification Act, including 
the sign removal program and the 
highway clean-up program. 

The Right-of-Way Section manages 
all property held by the Highway 
Division until that property is 
utilized or sold. A substantial income 
is brought in from sale or rental of 
land which the division is not using. 

The Railroads and Utility Unit 
relocates all types of public utilities 
affected by highway construction, 
and provides protection at railroad 
crossings. This unit also handles 
negotiations for encroachments and 
permits on all highway construction 
projects. 

As lands become more valuable 
and population pressures increase, the 
Right-of-Way Section is required to 
determine the ownership of portions 
of the 158,000 acres the Department 
of Transportation controls. The 
Salem headquarters is continuing to 
compile records of lands acquired by 
the territorial government, counties, 
and other agencies prior to and in 


“A” irrigation canal which extends 


completely through the Klamath 
Falls urbanizing area. Estimated cost 
is $283,556. 

Eugene’s~ Valley River Bicycle 
Pedestrian Bridge project would 


provide the missing link in the city’s 
bikeway network. This network will 
allow. bicyclists to move — safely 
between the areas of the city now 
bisected by the Willamette River. 
Estimated cost for the 175-foot long 
bridge is $360,000. 


The = state’s proposed project, 
Raleigh . Hills-Progress Bikeway, is a 
Class Il bikeway along Scholls 


Highway from the Beaverton-Tualatin 
Highway to the Beaverton-Hillsdale 
Highway. Estimated cost of the 
2.5-mile project is $350,000. 

Salem’s project would connect the 
rapidly growing suburban area of 
Keizer with the Capitol Mall and 
Salem’s downtown. It would be used 
primarily for commuting to 
downtown. Estimated cost for the 
4-mile bikeway is $181,940. 


New phone service 
may lessen delays 


State employes now need _ to 
memorize only one prefix when 
making toll-free calls throughout 
Oregon. 

A new. computer-controlled dial 
assistance program -for the state 
telephone network went into effect 


September 20. Employes in tie line 
cities who wish to call long distance 
now dial one prefix that connects 
them with a computer in Salem. 

The computer will then route the 
call over an available phone line 
(either WATS or. tie line). If no 
lines are free, the caller will get a 
busy signal. Carl Crawford ‘of | the 
Department of General Services said 
that shouldn’t happen as frequently 
now, since the new system will free 
up more WATS lines. 

The service was installed because 
too many state employes were using 
the WATS line for calls that should 
be dialed direct or on tie lines, said 


Crawford. Under the new system, 
the computer decides how the call 
should be handled and whether an 


agency should be billed for the call. 

Each city uses a different prefix 
number, so employes with questions 
about the new service should contact 
their supervisors. 


plays key role in ODOT operations 


J. BRUCE BOYD 
Right of Way Engineer 


the early history of the Highway 
Commission. Right-of-Way is also 
acquiring properties for many city 
and county governments and other 
state agencies which are — not 
equipped to meet the requirements 
of federal and state laws. 
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Award givers 
misplace prize 
Oregon bridge 


The John Day (Clarno) Bridge is 
back in Oregon, after a brief visit to 
Texas. 

A recent announcement from the 
American Institute of Steel 
Construction, Inc., said that the 
John Day (Clarno) Bridge in Texas 
has been named a Prize Bridge in 
the institute’s annual contest. 

Oregon’s Highway Division Bridge 


Section personnel were naturally 
upset by the announcement. They 
had worked hard to design the 


bridge and supervise its construction. 

AY pletters = Waseussent — ton. AlSG 
inquiring whether there was another 
Clarno with a bridge. 

Back came a red-faced letter from 
Mr. « Leslie H, Gillette, assistant 
executive vice president of AISC, 
“You will be pleased to know that 
(the bridge) has now been 
transferred to Oregon from Texas’, 
he said. 


All lanes on 
expected to 


lf good weather prevails, four 
lanes of traffic should be restored 
on the 6th Street Railroad 


Overcrossing Section of the Klamath 
Falls-Lakeview Highway by November 1. 
Although the project is running 
slightly behind schedule, the difficult 
job of replacing the decking on the 
heavily traveled Klamath Falls bridge 
is rapidly progressing, according to 
John Gunter, District 11 engineer. 
During the summer, the eastbound 
lanes have been closed. to traffic 
while the decking was _ being 
replaced, with two-way _ traffic 
provided on the westbound lanes. 
Terms of the contract specify that 
both eastbound and westbound lanes 
of traffic will be open’ from 
November 1, 1976 to 


Willan Al 


Traffic flows freely while Highway Division ore replace the decking on 
the 6th Street Bridge in Klamath Falls. 


Aeronautics secretary earns honor 


Peggy Schmitt of the Aeronautics 
Division just passed a comprehensive 
examination to become ODOT’s 
fourth certified professional secretary. 


Schmitt’s principal responsibility 
with the division is pilot and aircraft 
registration. She also acts as 
secretary to Ralph McGinnis, 
assistant administrator for Air 
Operations and Safety. 

She joins Marie Stephens in 
administration, Judy Peterson in 
right-of-way, and Carol Livie in 


aeronautics as the department’s only 
certified professional secretaries. 

Lhe wy Centitied SP rotessional 
Secretary Program, sponsored by the 
National Secretaries Association 
(International) is open to any 
secretary who meets the requirements 
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=Way back when... 


Oregon Historical Society photo 
This White Steamer chugged along Oregon’s unpaved roads shortly after 
the turn of the century, always in search of water (in this case from a 
horse trough.) ; 
The need for roadside facilities gradually evolved into both the 
highway rest areas now run by the maintenance section and the creation 
of the State Parks Branch in 1929 under the administrative and financial 3 
wing of the State Highway Department. 
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K-Falls span Sick leave is $ 
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open SOON It pays not to be sick, in more 
ways than one. 
1977. Sometime after March 1, the Four highway employes have 
westbound lanes will be closed so individually accumulated more than 
they can be redecked, and _ traffic 2,000 hours of sick leave. They are 
will be moved to the eastbound Donald Dodd, section foreman in 
lanes until the completion of the Estacada; John Gunter, district 
contract. Work is expected to be engineer in Klamath Falls; Donald 


completed by November 1, 1977. Orey, section supervisor in Lakeview, 
The contract calls for removal and and Wendell (Pat) Schwartz, region 

replacement of the entire roadway engineer in La Grande. _ 

surface, sidewalk, and guardrail. The The impressive record ‘“‘pays’” in 


that if any of these employes should 
become seriously ill, they could take 
sick leave with full pay for well 
over a year, points out Carl Hobson, 
head of ODOT personnel. 

Better still, Hobson 
when employes retire, one-half of 
their accumulated sick leave will be 
credited to the three highest years’ 
salaries, which determines the 
monthly retirement check. 

“For these people, it would result 
in a sizable monthly boost,” said 
Hobson. 

Gunter said he’s hardly Aedced 
the steady hours he’s kept. “It isn’t 
too hard to do,” he said; “Just 
build up a few years with the 
department, and work many times 
when you’re hurting. 

“The job has to get done, and 
you can’t do it when you’re home 
sick.” 

Don Orey agreed with his boss, 
Gunter, and added, “I have been 

eee aS lucky--and healthy. Also, | have 
aN 1 AAbe NGO a looked upon it as an_ excellent 
insurance policy, both for the 
present and the future.” 


concrete median now on the bridge 
will not be replaced. Impact panels 
will be constructed on either end of 
the bridge. 

Aggregate rock for the project is 
being imported from Grants Pass. 

Resident engineer for the project 
is Norman D. Krehbiel of Redmond, 
and the inspectors are Jerry 
Thackery and Bob Hammond. 


said that 


for on-the-job experience. 

Inve Onc cia cOm Deco Mem Io. 
a candidate must pass all six sections 
of the exam, including environmental 


relationships, business and public 
policy, economics of management, 
financial analysis and _ the 


mathematics ofa biuisiniesisy 
communications and decision making, 
and office procedures. 

Peggy says the test, which took 
her just two years to pass, “is a lot 
of work, but you can really reap 
the benefits. | initially started taking 
it for my own fulfillment, but | 
found it can have financial awards as 


PEGGY SCHMITT 


_far as classification and grade are Miller at 585-7751 in Salem, or give 
concerned.” Peggy a call at 378-4880. The 
Any secretary interested in the deadline for applications for next 


CPS program should contact Holly year’s exam is December 1. 


ee New way used 


to pile riprap 


A new and innovative method of 
placing riprap around highway bridge 
foundations was tried last month on 
the Van Buren Street near Corvallis. 


Dump truck beds, which were 
mounted on barges, dumped _ riprap 
into place around the bridge 
foundations. The dumps were 
hydraulicially operated by an 
auxiliary motor placed on the barge. 

On this particular project, the 
truck beds were loaded with  riprap 
by a crane at the shoreline. Two 


power boats then moved the barges 
into place for dumping near the 
bridge piers. 

Ed < Payton, Region. 2° bridge 
maintenance engineer, believes the 
new method proved to’ be very 
effective. He said dumps can be 
brought closer to _ target spots, 
enabling the riprap to be placed 
directly on the eroded “sore spots.” 
He also said the flow of the traffic 
across the bridge is not interrupted 
by this method, and bridge workers 
are not held up by the traffic 

Payton said the project was “‘truly 
a team effort from the start”. A 
number of highway sections were 
involved in conceiving and developing 
the operation, including” the 
equipment shops, the sign shop, the 


Bridge Section’s maintenance crew, 
Region 2 bridge inspectors, the 
diving crew, and the Safety Unit. 


“And don’t forget the power boats 
provided by the Parks Branch and 


the Bridge Foundations Unit,” he 
added. 

Howard Johnson, District 4 
highway engineer, was pleased with 


the public’s reaction to the project. 
Motorists faced . no delays while — 
traveling the bridge, and those 
interested were able to watch the 
new operation taking place at water 
level. 

Payton stressed the amount of 
pride and accomplishment felt by 
highway workers on this project. He 
pointed out that other bridge 
projects around the state should 


benefit from this pioneering effort. 


Bikes ac OD 


Two of the five-speed bicycles 
recently purchased by the General 
Services Division are housed in the 
Salem Highway Building’s basement 
mail room. 

Users report that they are great 
for short trips in the Capitol Mall 
area. There’s also no time wasted 
tracking down hard-to-find parking 
spaces. 

Just one problem, though . . . 
the bikes aren’t very practical if you 
happen to be wearing a_ skirt, 
according to Reese Heuberger 
secretary in the Traffic Section. 
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selects 


for length. 


TOM SMITH, HWY 
Weighmaster, Medford 


When | hear an adverse comment on 
Ballot Measure 8, I try to explain 
the need for more money for 
highway maintenance in. our local 
area--roads that we all travel every 
day, where the need is _ plainly 
visible. 


TERRI CALDWELL, HWY 
Secretary, Klamath Falls 


| would explain the importance of 
Measure 8 in regards to our 


geographic location. If the measure 
passes, it will give us funds to 
maintain highways in their present 


condition. If it does not pass, we 
will be traveling on rough roads, and 
the potholes might be filled with 
Volkswagens. 


ROY RAASINA, AERO 
Airport Engineer, Salem 


In helping my friends and neighbors 
understand Ballot Measure 8, | take 
every opportunity in my 
conversations with them to point out 
the increased costs in highway 
construction and maintenance caused 
by inflation, increased land project 
costs, and increased cost of 
additional program requirements such 
as public involvement meetings, 
right-of-way acquisition requirements, 
and environmental impact reports. 


Jerry Robertson is VIA’s 
inquiring photographer. He 
his own subjects. 
VIA’s editors frame the 
question of the month. 
Answers are edited only 


CANDID COMMENTS 


What do you plan to do to help your friends and neighbors 


understand Measure 8 on the November ballot? 


“ 


DOUG VINCENT, ADMIN. 
Budget Officer, Salem 


[eepointe. outs that | |) = ease and 
weight-mile taxes are highway user 
fees, 2) the user will get the quality 
of highways he is willing to pay for, 
and 3) present rates, because of 
inflation, will result in a noticeable 
deterioration in the quality of the 
highway system. 


GEORGE GUTHRIE, PARKS 
Region 4 Supervisor, Bend 


| live in a trailer park populated 
mainly by retired people. In my 
conversations with them | find they 
favor the gas tax increase. They feel 
it will result in making their travels 
easier and safer, and enable them to 
continue to “live a little’. They 
think these rewards will offset the 
extra tax burden. 


DEBBIE BAILEY, MASS TRANSIT 
Secretary, Salem 


In my conversations with them, | 
simply point out that | believe that 
with the fluctuation of gas prices 
today, the consumer would not 
notice the extra one-cent tax as 


much as he would poor roads. 


AL REINERTSON, MVD 
Office Manager, John Day 


| will mention to them that we in 
Eastern Oregon have only two 


_ options--either obtain additional funds 


to offset inflationary highway repair 
costs, or purchase. four-wheel drive 
vehicles to get through the chuck 
holes that will develop in the roads 
leading to John Day. Good, safe 


roads are a must in Grant County. 


CLAYTON ANSELL, HWY 
District 14 Engineer, Ontario 


To really care for future highway 
needs, a complete overhaul of our 
funding process is needed. Passage of 
Measure 8 is not the solution to our 
dilemma, but it would help. | don’t 
plan much for my _ friends and 
neighbors except to try and answer 
their questions without giving a full 
hour speech. 


MAX KLOTZ, HWY 
Metro Planning Eng., Portland 


Personally, I’m learning as much as | 
can about the measure and_ the 
possible results should it pass or fail 
to pass. | think it’s important that 
ODOT employes be well informed 
and able to discuss the actual facts 
of the Issue. 


LEE GATLIN, HWY 
District 13 Office Mgr., La Grande 


| talk to my neighbors and friends 
and remind them that highway 
maintenance and construction have 
been curtailed considerably because 
of the money shortage. If Measure 8 
does not pass, road hazards will 
increase, causing more ‘chuck holes, 
more ruined tires, and more rattling 


vehicles. City streets and county 
roads will worsen. Inflation has 
killed the state’s highway program, 


the same as it has done at home. 
So | tell them, vote for Number 8! 


Tony’s ‘feel’ 
for mechanics 
tops disability 


Have you ever changed an oil 
filter, spark plugs, or a flat tire on 
your car? Doesn’t sound like a big 
deal, does it? But how about trying 
it blindfolded? 


Tony  Farro, heavy equipment 
mechanic at the Region 5 highway 
shop in La Grande, would say, 
“That’s easy--nothing to it.” But, as 
TORVIeCHUtS A it telat haven anh 


adyantage--|’m_ blind.” 
Twenty-year-old Farro was hired 
by the Highway Division last June as 
a heavy equipment mechanic. 
Although his visual disability is listed 
as 100 per cent, he is not totally 


blind. 
Tony has an-~ extremely short 
depth of | field, which - developed 


suddenly at age 12. He explains his 


limitations by saying that what one - 


person can see at 230 feet, he can 
Sco atzonveet: 

To read, he must hold the print 
within 3 inches of his eyes--‘‘almost 
resting against my nose.” Since 
objects at arms length do not focus, 
most of Tony’s work must be done 
by feel. 

Tony’s blindness has never kept 
him from concentrating on his 
greatest interest, mechanics. Growing 
up in Pendleton, he attended Blue 
Mountain Community College — for 
three years, specializing in’ mechanics. 

With special glasses, he was able 
to read text books and manuals, but 
only for brief periods of time. The 
State Blind Commission provided a 
reader to help with long reading 
assignments. 


Hollywood 
state; ‘fire’ 


Oregon has been hit by “Flood”, 
and, if all goes well, it will soon be 
engulfed with ‘‘Fire’’. 

It really isn’t as bad as it sounds. 
“Stoo df. rs"e a, tvetevisron 
movie-of-the-week that was filmed on 
location at Fall Creek Dam and _ in 
the town of Brownsville during 
September. Irwin Allen Productions, 
producers of  “Flood’’, — recently 
scouted. locations in Oregon for 
“Fire” and may film the show yet 
this. year. 

The state has been actively 
enticing film productions to Oregon 


since 1968. The first film that 
Warren Merrill, special ~ projects 
manager for ODOT’s Public Affairs 
Office, helped bring to Oregon was 
“Paint Your Wagon.” Production on 
location in Oregon has © steadily 
increased since. Twenty-four feature 


films (all or part) have been put “‘in 
the can’’ on Oregon locations with 
ODOT's’ “help, sas] wells) ase) 19 


.most important aid, however, 


VIA 


TONY FARRO 


Through dedication and hard 
work, Tony developed a_ thorough 
understanding of machinery and what 
makes it tick. Tony feels that his 
is his 
“super sense of: feel.” 

Carl Goldsby, Region 5 shop 
superintendent, said that Tony works 
in the same environment and under 
the same conditions as the rest of 
the crew. Many tasks he handles 
independently, while on others -he 
might team up with shop veteran 
Clint McIntosh. 

“We all work in assigned ‘bays’, 
so we are not jumping from one 
work area to another,” said Goldsby. 
“Tony knows his ‘bay’ like | do the 
back of my hand.” 

It is this sense which makes Tony 
so valuable to the team, and helps 
to keep the vehicles rolling in 
Region 5. 


‘flood’ hits 
possible 


television 
commercials. 
Fantasy Films, producers of the 
Academy-Award winning “One Flew 
Over the Cuckoo’s Nest,” is once 
again in Oregon, this time filming 
the feature “The Warriors.” The 
company has been. filming © in 
Portland, on the Warm — Springs 
Indian Reservation, and on Mt. 
Hood. 
Merrill 


programs and 38 


said that Oregon’s 
immediate film career is ‘looking 
good.” He is currently working on 
five features-two of those may be 
filmed yet this year, and the others 
are scheduled to shoot next year. 
The ‘Special Projects Office 
recently compiled an Oregon location 
manual | to send.» to © various 
production companies. Merrill said 
that feedback from Los Angeles has 


been that the manual is ‘Number 
One,” “one of the best,” and “just 
excellent.” 


Gov. Bob Straub (center) flew to Fall Creek dam near Eugene last month to 
watch the filming of ‘‘Flood.” Here he and Warren Merrill (right) present 
producer Irwin Allen with one of Ray Atkeson’s books. 
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Drivers eager to learn 
about new vehicle laws 


A. growing number of Oregon 
motorists are learning about the 
state’s new motor vehicle laws 


through viewing a slide/tape program 
produced by the Motor Vehicles 
Division, 

The slide program is part of an 
informational effort for the new 
code that included distribution of 
the Driver’s Manual and production 
of radio, television and newspaper 
public service ads urging drivers to 
get a copy of the new manual 
which was herald as “the book to 
drive and live by.” 

That part. of the campaign was, 
accondin's tom DIMN © SPuibiie 
Information Officer Vinita Howard, 
“almost too successful.” ; 
“We planned,” Miss Howard said, 


“to print 950,000 manuals. We 
thought public response to the 
campaign would’ require about 


500,000 manuals and the rest would 
be used for normal business > during 
the biennium.” But in little more 
than three months, 850,000 manuals 
had been distributed and. DMV _ had 
to order another printing to meet 
the need for the next year. 

In addition to the manuals, the 
division also published a new 
motorcycle manual, and pamphlets 
on the state’s drinking-driver laws, 
pedestrian rules, bicycle rules and 
the consequences of driving while 
suspended. 

Since ey uly= “DMVer=pubiiic 
information personnel have had many 
requests for speeches and _ the 


slide/tape program, each averaging 
about 10 speaking engagements a 
month. 


Speakers show the slide program 
which uses actual and scale model 
traffic scenes to explain. the new, 
laws, and then respond to auctions 
from the audience, — 

DMV has five sets of the program 
in its library. The State Police 


‘and an 80. per cent feder ¢ 


» purchased nine sets and placed them 
in district offices around ‘the state, 
Both agencies are continuing to get 
frequent requests for the program ~ 
even though the code is now in its 


. fourth month. Nearly 400 showings 


of the program had been made 
through September. 

DMV’s public information program 
was partially funded by a federal 
grant approved by. the Oregon 


Traffic Safety - Commission. 


Officials take 
short trip in 
new Lane bus 


A. number of state officials 
attended last month’s __ official 
dedication of the 20 new buses 
which the Mass. Transit Division 


helped purchase for the Lane Transit 
District. : 
Five Lane Transit board members, | 
Transportation Commissioner Gordon — 
Coleman, and State Representative 
Dave Frohnmayer rode one of the 
new buses to Salem from Eugene. 
They were met on the Capitol 
steps by Gov. Bob Straub and 
ODOT officials Bob Burco, director, 
Fred Klaboe, chief of operations, 


and Dennis Moore, mass _ transit — 
administrator. 
Other state representatives and 


administrators also took part in the 
dedication ceremony, which included 
a trip around the Capitol mall in 
one of the new buses. 

The new buses were financed by 
a 20 per cent State General Fund — 
grant from the Mass REEL Pins ion 


‘The project marked the hin 2° 
that general funds have been Pane 
purchase buses for a transit district. 


Slopecombing reddced! 
rock fallout hazard 


Hook up an old Caterpillar track, drag it across a rocky slope, then look out 


below! 


Slopecombing is the term used by 
highway maintenance. crews to 
describe the process of removing 
danger rocks from slopes adjacent to 
the state’s highways. \ 

This is the time of year when the 


crews attempt to reduce the 
probability of falling rocks to a 
minimum by combing as many 
slopes as possible before the 


freeze-thaw cycle starts each year. 
“In most of the critical areas of 
the state it is a never-ending battle. 
We are faced with a _ continuing 
fallout problem,’ said Howard 
Johnson, district 4 highway engineer. 
Johnson said several of those 
critical slopes are in the Santiam 
area. Crews are working now along 
the Clear  Lake-Belknap Springs 
highway, (ORE 126). Combing is also 
scheduled around Tombstone Summit 


/ 


‘motorists. At 


and Hogg Rock (US 20). 


The combed rocks from the 
Santiam projects are used as fill 
material for needy areas selected 
within the Willamette National 
Forest. 

“We know that the combing 
efforts prevent many accidents, but 
just how many we'll never know. 
-The absence of fatalities, and the — 


diminishing number of vehicle-rock 
‘encounters’ is the best barometer we 
have,”’ Johnson. said. 


“Sure, it’s a dangerous job for the | 
crew,” Johnson added. “But we — 
have an advantage over the 


least’ we trigger the 
rocks into sliding, and we can see 
them coming. Then we_ have : 
heavy equipment needed to haul 4 
them away.” aS eS ; 
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Three ‘“‘bump_ sessions” were held 
~ in Salem last month — involving 
Highway Division employes faced 
with a_ possible layoff, transfer, 
demotion, or geographic relocation 
caused by the recently issued layoff 
notices. 

Three more sessions are scheduled 
in Salem this month. The dates will 
be confirmed soon by the personnel 
office. 

Employes 


involved in the 


Travel ads 
win awards 


The Highway  Division’s _ travel 
advertising program continues to win 
awards for the quality of its 


promotional — efforts. 
The American Advertising 
Federation (AAF) gave  Oregon’s 


Spring advertising series second place 
in the consumer magazine category 
in the annual AAF_ Best-in-the-West 


competition in San Francisco. In the 
same contest, the ski ad_ that 
announced “Oregon is Having a 
White Sale’ also won a second place 
award in the business publication 
category. 


The White Sale ad also racked up 


three other awards: an award of 
merit in the Andy . Awards,. a 
national competition sponsored by 


_the Advertising Club of New York; 
an award of excellence from the 
Business & Professional Advertising 
Association in Los Angeles; and first 
place in the 1976 Portland Adver- 


Ei os __ Hsing Federation eds ce ies ; Seb 
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Employe job options are 
reviewed at bump sessions 


September meetings were in the 
Engineering Technician 3 - Highway 
Engineer 3 classification range. The 
October meetings will extend the 
coverage to include ET 2, ET 1, and 
Engineering Aide positions. 

The bumping — sessions enable 
management and_ the _ affected 
employes to meet together and 
discuss the options facing each 
person with regard to a position 
change. “The sessions “also let 
employes barter among themselves 
over the available positions. 

Construction Engineer Carrol 
Keasey, Assistant Construction 
Engineer Bryant Jackmond, and Jerry 
Miller on special assignment from the 


Road Design Section are most 
actively involved, in handling the 
meetings. 


“We are faced with the task of 
rebalancing the work force,” WKeasey 
said. ‘“‘We. have tried to work out a 
fair and workable system which will 
provide for the operational needs of 
the department, and give every 
consideration possible to the personal 
and professional concerns of the 
employes involved.’ 


Mascall retires 
after 22 years 


Richard L. Mascall, ‘highway 
maintenance worker Il, has _ the 
distinction of being the only ODOT 
employe to retire during September. 

Mascall retired from his highway 
maintenance job at John Day after 
serving oa yea with the Highway 


swe veto moe er eaND WHHL Wry nea ei paren 


Take better care "OF your 
health, employes advised 


More than 600 ODOT employes 
took advantage of the free health 
clinic conducted last month. It was 

held for three days in front of the 
- Highway Building, and for one day 
at the East Salem Highway Complex. 


Employes were tested for blood 
pressure, blood sugar, and _ lung 
function. 


Of those checked at the Highway 
Building, 39 per cent were females, 
72 per cent did not smoke, 19 per 
cent had less than acceptable lung 
function, 8 per cent had elevated 
sugar levels, and 3 percent had high 
blood pressure. Most of the persons 
checked were of clerical. or 
administrative classes--doing basically 
sedentary work. 

As a comparison, the employes at 
_ the East Salem Complex were mostly 


‘ 


Mirhis mobile health clinic 


September. 


males doing less sedentary type of 
work. 69 per cent were non-smokers, 
9 per cent had less than acceptable 
lung function, 12 percent had 
elevated sugar levels, and 7 per cent 
had high blood pressure. 

Ray Stose, head of ODOT safety 
& health services, said that in each 
case where there was an ‘indication 
that medical attention was needed, 
the nurses strongly urged it. The 
most often heard advice given by 
the nurses was, “quit smoking and 
develop a program of _ regular, 
vigorous exercise.’”’ 

The clinic was conducted by the 
Community Services of Seventh Day 


Adventists. The nurses and 
technicians operating the testing 
devices were volunteer church 
members. 


served Salem employes during the month of 


a iaicaeetd 3 


Carl 


WILLIAM GAIGE 
Assistant Section. Supervisor 
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KENNETH CANNON 
Senior Park Ranger 


Employes promoted in September 


The following ODOT personnel were promoted during September. 


CONGRATULATIONS! 


John A. Allen, 
State Park. 
Constance J. 


Beebehiser, clerical 


junior park ranger to senior park ranger at Beverly Beach 


assistant at Cape Lookout State Park to 


clerical specialist in Region 2, Parks Office, Tillamook. 


Donald L. Budd, senior maintenance worker to section supervisor in 
Milwaukie. 

Virginia Bunker, clerical assistant to Secretary in the Salem motor vehicle 
office. 


Jerry Campbell, 
2 in East Portland, 


motor vehicle representative 1 


to motor vehicle representative 


Kenneth H. Cannon, junior park ranger to senior park ranger at Valley of the 


Rogue State Park. 
Douglas B. Cosby, 
worker in Baker. 
Michael J. Daeges, 
Mary J. Eckstein, 
maintenance office in La Grande. 
William P. Gaige, 
The Dalles. 


Jess T. Johnson, 
worker in Portland. 


journeyman maintenance worker to 


senior maintenance 


building trades helper in Milwaukie to electrician in Salem. 
clerical assistant in Region 5 to secretary in the district 


senior maintenance worker to assistant section supervisor in 
D. Jamieson, junior ~park-— ranger~at Harris. Beach--State~ Park to~senior 


_ park ranger at Cape Blanco State Park. 
highway maintenance worker to pH yaey maintenance 


Richard D. Johnson, highway maintenance worker to journeyman maintenance 


worker in Coquille. 
Karl Krueger, 
representative 4 in East Portland. 


Snow beware! 


Continued from page 1 


Barker service the truck-mounted 
equipment working west of the 
Cascades, 

Snow falls in the high desert 


country, too, and John Gunter’s men 
in Klamath Falls (District 11) battle 
winter wind and drifts. The Bend 
shop supports. this effort with a 
summer-long accelerated _ repair 
program that winds down in_ late 
September. 

The wide variety of snow removal 
equipment used adds to the repair 
burden. The heavy rotary lifting a 
clean snow berm into a canyon on a 
clear, cold day probably attracts the 
most attention, but the graders, push 
plow trucks, and sanders are the real 
work horses keeping the roads open. 
These machines yield to _ the 
$100,000 rotary heavies only when 
snow has to be cleared away. 

All of these units have to be 
repaired, and supplying parts can be 
demanding work, both of men and 
equipment. The summertime repair 
shop work consists of overhauling 
engines, running gear repairs, and 
hard-facing ribbon cutters--as well as 
myriad little things that mean so 
much to the operator, such as fixing 
a high speed defroster. 

Ordering the necessary parts well 
ahead of time are Bob Kuenzli and 
John Erickson’s staff in the Stores 
unit. They have to anticipate buying 
such things as plow bits, ice blades, 
traction — tires, anti-freeze, drop-in 
engines, final drive assemblies, . and 
wiper motors--items not found in the 
ordinary shopping basket. 


motor vehicle representative 3 in Lake Oswego to motor vehicle 


Noon movies 
stress variety 


The following movies will be shown 
on Mondays and Tuesdays at lunch- 
time in the Salem Highway Building. 


Oct. 4-“Au-Auto” is a_ brief 
German satire on the car cult. 
“Handi-ride” explains Denver's new 


transportation system for the . 
handicapped and elderly. 

Oct. 12--The Persistent Seed’ is 
a lyrical film of city life. In “City 
Limits,” Jane Jacobs gives a critical 
analysis of the problems of North 
American cities. 

Oct. 19--“Citizen Harold’ shows 
how even the apathetic can be 
roused by a change close to home. 
“Where Do We Go From _ Here”, 
filmed in Toronto, evaluates options 
open to. planners attempting to 
establish coherent policy for the 
fut wire uo wand © sa Nie w 
Tomorrow--Land Development 
Today” explores changing land use 
in Japan. 

Oct. 25--“Never Trust Anyone 
Under 60” looks at major problems 
faced by the elderly: income, 
housing, and transportation. 


We remember 


James P. Bartlett, 74, retired cost 
accountant for the Highway Division, 


died September 16 in a_ Salem 
hospital. 
Jim retired in 1972, after 34 


years with the division. 
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Florence 
Neavoll 


By Patty Farrell 


As Florence Neavoll watched 
construction of the State Highway 
Building in Salem, she told herself, 


“l’m going to work in that building 
someday.” Twenty-six years later, 
she’s secretary to the director of the 
Department of Transportation. 

“A lot has happened in those 
years,” says Florence. “I’ve seen so 
many changes while I’ve worked. for 
the department.” 

Florence has been in. the position 
to watch change. She’s served as the 


personal secretary to the last four 
heads of the Highway Department 
Andie ant news eDketprder tan e heem mont 


Transportation. She’s been with the 

department for nearly 25 years. 
Florence started working for the 

state right out of high school in 


1950, as a _ clerk-stenographer in 
Veteran’s Affairs. After two years 
with the VA, Florence had _ heard 
enough about the opportunities 
abounding in that new building 
across: the street. 

“So | called Gene Huntley and 
told him ‘I want to work for 
Highway.’ ” Three months later, she 
became secretary to Right-of-Way 
Engineer Forrest Cooper. 

Florence first moved into the 
“head office” in 1956 as receptionist 
under State Engineer Sam Baldock. 
She regretted having to leave 
right-of-way, but saw it as a good 
opportunity to move up. 


She wasn’t without Cooper for 
long, however, for when Baldock 
retired in August of 1956, Cooper 


was appointed deputy state highway 
engineer. He chose Florence as _ his 
personal secretary. 


Florence has learned that in her job she has to work closely with others. 


Here 
Director’s office. 


she discusses office procedures with Joyce Veal, 


a secretary in the 


‘Old staffer’ uses 
experience to aid 
changing agency 


She 
when he 


remained Cooper’s secretary 
became state highway 
engineer in 1961, and has been 
secretary to the department’s top 
administrators ever since. 

It’s never been a guaranteed 
position, however. Florence 
remembers that when the Highway 
Department was reorganized into 
ODOT and George Baldwin became 


director, “I felt very fortunate that 
he retained me.” 
Florence feels those 14 years 


working with other department heads 
helped Bob Burco decide to keep 
her on when he became director this 
spring. “If you’re a new person in a 
new position, it’s helpful to have 
some of the old staff around.” 


Lends an ear 


Florence is considered part of the 


“old staff’ around the department, 
and that’s why a lot of employes 
come to her with questions, 


problems, and complaints. 

“I guess I’ve become sort of a 
sounding ear,’ she says. “They say 
‘Il tell Florence--she’ll pass it on.’ ” 

Florence said some employes who 
see her as part of the old highway 


staff think she should be more 
highway-oriented. 

“Some with that old highway 
blood ask me, ‘How can you live 


with ODOT?’ I’m patient with them, 
because when | worked for Highway, 
| thought it was the only thing. But 
when | got into ODOT, it broadened 
my whole outlook about the 
department and about transportation 
both.” 


““Accept the changes” 


Florence feels the changes she’s 
gone through with the department 
help her explain some of them to 
other employes. 

“A lot of us have had to change 
our ideas. It’s up to each employe 
to accept the department’s changes. 

“Too. many employes want the 
department to change for them in 
their own individual situations. They 
have an obligation to change with 
the department, not fight it.” 

Florence has had to get used to 
change, as she’s worked under four 
different administrators with different 
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ways of doing things. She remembers 
the methodical, 
procedures of Rod Porter and 
Forrest Cooper, and compares them 
to the more personal, open-door, and 
“last-minute”? style characteristic of 
George Baldwin and Bob Burco. 

Each of the administrators has 
placed Florence in a different role, 
She says that with Burco, she does 
more administrative work than 
secretarial work. 

“| have to handle some of. the 
administrative tasks that Bob doesn’t 
have time for. Probably the hardest 
thing about working for him is 
scheduling his time. Sometimes there 
just aren’t enough hours in a day.” 

Florence’s notoriety extends 
beyond the Department of 
Transportation. Every year she wins 
a number of awards at the State 


Fair for her homemade candies and re 


cakes. Right now, she’s working on 
taking off a few extra pounds she 


put on in preparation fore this year’s” 2 
“fair. ie 


Exonie _traveler 


Florence lives in Salem with ‘‘my 
very best friend’’--her sister Fran, 
who is a_ secretary in 
Commission. Services. 


six times!), to 
to Las Vegas. 


there 
and 


(we’ve been 
Palm Springs, 


Both are country music fans, and 
they took this year’s vacation to 
Nashville for the Grand Old Opry 
and Fanfair, a country music 
convention. 

A “country” girl, Florence was: 


raised on a farm near Lebanon. Her 
75-year-old mother still lives in 
Lebanon. Florence says 
mother has helped her broaden her 
views. of transportation, too--she’d 
like to see more public transit 
developed in Oregon’s rural areas. 


Retirees Let Us Know What’s Happening 


Francis Adair, Hood VW _ Mobile 
Estates, Rt. 1 Space 3, Hubbard, OR 
97032--Retired 1971. 

Francis says he “didn’t do much” 
the first two years of retirement, 
but during the past year he’s really 
started to appreciate it. He began 
raising shrubs and flowers, and liked 
that so well that he’s now tending a 
large vegetable garden. 

Francis and his wife have done 
some traveling, fishing and camping 
since he retired. They plan to do 
more coast fishing and some deer 
and elk hunting this fall. Francis 
says he really enjoys reading about 
his former fellow employes in VIA. 


Leo Kilger, 685 45th Place 
Salem, OR 97301--Retired 1972. 
Leo’s chief hobby of gemstone 
cutting, jewelry making and jewelry 
repair has grown into a full-time 
job--like seven days a week. 
He does grab a day here and 
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there to go crabbing and_ herring 
fishing, and he’s had two successful 
salmon trips. Leo says he hopes he’ll 
be able to get over to the coast 


next year and do a little more 
fishing. 
Dean Swift, 259 Las Granadas, 


Green Valley, Arizona 85614--Retired 
1964. 

Even though Dean has moved to 
sunny Arizona, he still gets back to 
Oregon almost every summer. While 
he’s here he goes salmon fishing off 
the coast. He is looking forward to 
a trip this fall. 

The Swifts travel a lot and try to 
play golf every day when they’re 
home in that Arizona sunshine. 


Nevada E. Herman, 1511 E. 14th 
St., The Dalles, OR 97058--Retired 
1968. 

Nevada says he’s had eight years 
of leisure time and has enjoyed it 


all eeetelse ies 
Oklahoma, Texas, 
California. He likes 
Oklahoma lakes. 

Each season of the year finds 
Nevada enjoying a different pasttime. 
In the spring he fishes, and in the 
summertime he’s. out in one of his 
daughters’ boats trying to land a big 
one. He says hooking into one of 
those 20 pounders is “like roping a 
brahman calf.” Fall finds him in the 
high country, elk hunting with his 
grandsons, and in the winter you'll 
find Nevada in the peace of his 
living room, watching it snow and 
feeling very happy he’s not out 
plowing all that white stuff. 


twice a year to 
Arizona, and 
to fish several 


Alberta Jones, 1475 24th Ave. 
Salem, OR 97301--Retired 1970. 
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If Alberta isn’t nicknamed the 
happy wanderer, she should be. 
Since her retirement, she’s taken 


some dazzling trips to places like 


Africa, Australia, Portugal, Morocco, 
Spain, New Zealand, Italy, Greece, 
South America and the Scandinavian 
countries. If you ask her which was 
the most interesting, she says it’s 
not fair to pick one country, since 
each has its own __ individual 
attractions. 


Alberta said her trip to Australia 
and New Zealand was like ‘old 
home month.” Having lived in 
Canada during her early school years, 
she retained an accent that is very 
familiar to the Australians. She also 
liked their lobster dinners. 


If her good health continues, she 
says she’ll be off to the Orient: or 
the Holy Land, 

Alberta aa if it sounds like all 


she does - travel, not so. She 
spends a hours tending sherman. 
flowers, taking various craft courses, 


and making things. Retirement is the 
only life, Alberta says. 


that her | 


well-organized | 


ODOT’s © 
The two take 
exciting vacations together to Hawaii 


i; 


